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NIFLA v. BECERRA

C/HE GIFT THAT GKEEPS ON GIVING

One Supreme Court decision has transformed the legal landscape for pregnancy centers, but most
don’t realize its far-reaching impact. NIFLA v Becerra didn’t just stop California from forcing pregnancy
centers to advertise for abortion; it created a nationwide shield that protects free-speech rights of pro-
life individuals and ministries today. In the years since the ruling, courts across the country have leaned
on NIFLA v. Becerra as a controlling precedent, strengthening protection of freedoms in case after case.
There has been a measurable difference made since that bitter-cold day in 2018 at the Supreme Court of
the United States.

In Hawaii, NIFLA v. Suzuki was the first to benefit from the Becerra case. The state’s mandated abortion-
referral notice fell immediately that year under the weight of the Supreme Court’s Becerra decision. In
NIFLA v. Treto, the court permanently blocked an lllinois bill that required healthcare providers to discuss

the “benefits” of abortion—
““SPEECH IS NOT UNPROTECTED,” THE BECERRA COURT HELD,

‘MERELY BECAUSE IT IS UTTERED BY PROFESSIONALS.”

Fulton vs. Philadelphia echoed the decision, affirming that the government may not force a faith-based
charity (in this case, Catholic Social Services) to violate their conscience or abandon their mission. In
NIFLA v. Jennings in Delaware, state officials yielded to the conclusion that their new law mandating
pregnancy centers share a particular message was unenforceable after NIFLA cited Becerra.

NIFLA v. Becerra reshaped First Amendment doctrine far beyond pregnancy center cases, strengthening
protections for all speakers against government-mandated and government-prohibited expression.

YOUR SUPPORT The ruling in Otto v. City of Boca Raton protected the rights of Christian therapists
FUELS MINISTRIES  to speak truth on gender identity issues. The Court relied on Becerra and noted:
THAT ARE NOW “...the First Amendment has no carveout for controversial speech.” In Chiles v.
BACKED BY ONE OF Salazar, the Court cited Becerra over fifty times as it struck down content-based,
THE STRONGEST biased restrictions on Christian counseling in Colorado. NIFLA used Becerra’s free-
FIRST AMENDMENT speech-precedent to file suit against New York (NIFLA v James) and California
PRECEDENTSIN (NIFLA v Bonta) when they attempted to prohibit pregnancy centers from sharing
MODERN HISTORY  about the Abortion Pill Reversal option. See details in President’s Highlight below.

NIFLA v. Becerra didn’t just win one case, it fortified an entire movement. Faith-based organizations today
operate with stronger protection, greater confidence, and renewed freedom to serve their communities
without fear of compelled messaging
or ideological pressure. Your support
fuels ministries that are now backed by THE BECERRAMPACT
one of the strongest First Amendment
precedents in modern history. Because
of NIFLA v. Becerra, pro-life individuals
and pregnancy center staff can continue
offering compassionate care boldly and

NIFLA v

2018

Pregnancy centers in
Hawaii — protected from
mandated abortion referral

2021

Faith-based charities in
Pennsylvania — protected
from forced abandonment
of their mission

without compromise. > > ]
: : 2020
This landmark victory came not from Thrapss i Florid— enters ()
. ’ protected from restriction — protected from restriction on
our own strength. Without the Lord’s on Christian counseling for sharing viewpoint in promotional
guidance and the support of our friends, gender identity issues material, pending appeal
donors, partner legal organizations and -
P salOre 2025 2024

the pregnancy centers we represent,
NIFLA could not have garnered the
needed tools to win this case. Thank you
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discussion of abortion “benefits” pending appeal
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choose life.

On the cover: Attorneys for NIFLA v. Becerra case (L to R) Anne O’Connor, Thomas Glessner, Michael Farris and Kristen Waggoner
descend steps of the U.S. Supreme Court building victorious, to the cheers of gathered supporters.



C/UEET OUR G/(EMBERS

NORTH CARE WOMEN'S CLINIC - PHILADELPHIA, PA

A pregnancy medical clinic located on the outskirts [
of Philadelphia, North Care Women’s Clinic has
become a critical place of support for women
facing the immediate aftermath of chemical
abortion. Because they are located only 45
minutes outside Philadelphia, many women from
the city come for same-day or next-day support.
A woman who undergoes an abortion is at
significantly greater risk of subsequent abortions?,
and therefore in great need of emotional, spiritual, and medical care. North Care offers a compassionate
space where women can process their decision, rather than suppressing and ignoring the tragedy. Post-
abortion care is a powerful service to care for women and prevent additional loss of life.

“THERE’'S THE BIBLE FIRST, BUT NIFLA IS SECOND!” shared North Care’s client services director with levity
when discussing where the team looks for guidance. North Care’s commitment to excellence is
supported by a long-standing relationship with NIFLA. They began offering post-abortion assessments
after learning about the model through NIFLA’s Clinic Tips, a monthly publication provided to our
member centers. “WHENEVER WE CONSIDER A NEW SERVICE, POLICY, OR MEDICAL PROCESS, WE CHECK WHETHER
NIFLA HAS A RECOMMENDATION OR ESTABLISHED BEST PRACTICE FIRST.” This approach has helped the clinic
operate confidently “by the book,” even in the face of accusations that pregnancy centers are not
providing legitimate medical services. North Care Women’s Clinic is a shining example of the excellent
work that pregnancy centers are doing across the nation, and we are grateful that God continues to
use NIFLA to support them as they serve with professionalism, integrity, and unwavering compassion.

C/UEET OUR of TAFF & ofUPPORTERS

LAURIE TRYFIATES - VP OF STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT

“Before NIFLA began, | knew Thomas Glessner from my work on both federal
pro-life policy fights and my experience in grassroots organizing. | saw
firsthand the brutal treatment received by pro-life pregnancy centers during
hearings in the US Congress. At that time, Tom approached my employer,
Concerned Women for America, for the first seed money to launch NIFLA.
Many decades later, | witnessed NIFLA’s tremendous growth from those early
days and the continuing existential threats to pregnancy centers. | wanted to
help spread the word about NIFLA so | joined the staff in 2023.

You — NIFLA’s financial supporters and pregnancy center staff — are the
reason | serve here as we link arms to save babies and minister to

women in each community across America!

“Soon after joining NIFLA, | learned about Seven Weeks Coffee and their partnership with
us. My family has since been purchasing their coffee as a monthly subscriber. | know

my coffee purchase directly helps NIFLA and the cause of life. It is so convenient to
recelve coffee in the mail and to know Seven Weeks Coffee uses regenerative
farmiﬁ] practices. Join me this September, and 20% of your purchase will

be go dlrectly to NIFLA’s operating budget.” /
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Thomas Glessner, J.D.
Founder and President

For over thirty years, NIFLA has served pregnancy centers through our twin
pillars of legal defense and medical services. NIFLA stands guard as it protects
pro-life pregnancy centers in the court system but also provides the security
to centers through our training.

On the legal front, NIFLA may yet again find one of our cases at the US
Supreme Court! While we rejoice in the winning momentum in the courts
(see our feature article on the impact of our 2018 US Supreme Court victory through the June 2026
Delaware victory), we still await action on NIFLA’s two cases protecting centers who offer the life-saving
option of abortion pill reversal (APR). In New York and California, those state attorneys general filed
suit in state court against Heartbeat International and individual NIFLA-member pregnancy centers. The
states alleged deceptive advertising about APR on their pregnancy center websites. NIFLA filed suit in
federal court, seeking an injunction because such actions infringed upon the pregnancy centers’ free
speech rights — as previously affirmed by the US Supreme Court in NIFLA v. Becerra.

NIFLA won its New York case at the lower court (NIFLA v. Leticia James) but lost in California (NIFLA

v. Bonta). Both cases are on appeal (New York in the 2nd Federal Circuit; California in the 9th Federal
Circuit). If these Appellate Courts issue conflicting opinions which are based on identical facts, the US
Supreme Court must address the conflict. Stay tuned, and please keep this matter in your prayers.

Thank you for your ongoing support of NIFLA as we strive to achieve an abortion-free America. NIFLA is
developing some key resources to help our centers and we need your help now to expedite these new
programs we hope to announce soon!

Under the Mercy,

Thomas A. Glessner, J.D.
President
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NIFLA was pleased to partner with Seven Weeks Coffee soon after it launched in 2021 because the
company has made a priority of supporting pro-life pregnancy centers from the start. The name
was inspired by the fact a coffee bean size is about that of a seven-week preborn baby!

Seven Weeks Coffee will generously increase their partnership donation to 20% for all
SEVEN WEERS NIFLA affiliated sales made during this month!
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CLICK HERE TO ORDER TODAY
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