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hat was such a wonderful spirit,” NIFLA Medical Director Dr. Byron C. Calhoun shared when asked for

his thoughts at the conclusion of the 2026 Leadership Summit. Dr. Calhoun has been a faithful leader
at NIFLA for many years, and he wasn’t the only one to share this opinion on the three-and-a-half-day-
long conference held in Williamsburg, Virginia, in May. The theme this year was Victory for Life: The Battle
Belongs to The Lord, and we are grateful the Spirit of the Lord met us there. NIFLA’s goal for this year’s
Summit was to focus on the spiritual aspect of the pro-life effort. A vital participant in this effort was NIF-
LA National Chaplain, Barbara King Mclaughlin. Opening a private, comfortable room within the expanse
of the conference space allowed attendees, speakers, and sponsors to seek out Barbara and her team to
receive prayer and encouragement for the burdens they carry. Pregnancy center work is heavy, so creating
a space for the Lord to minister to the hearts of those in leadership proved to be a meaningful element of
the conference.

This Spirit of the Lord was carried over into the sessions and lectures we heard. Kurt Dillinger and Allan

Parker shared inspiring messages on the impact and connection of the church with the pregnancy cen-

ter and pro-life movements. Providentially, these sessions were included in our lineup of recordings and
o can be viewed online through August 1. See below for details. Some of our other excellent speakers at
the Summit included Kevin Theriot, Peter Breen, Emily Mimnaugh, and Frank Pavone. We are pleased to
report that all of our speakers and sessions had high marks on attendee feed-
back. We are grateful for the lineup of participants God brought to this event. ACG ESS ‘|'|_| E
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https://membership.nifla.org/summit-2026-videos.asp
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MEET THE NEW TEAM MEMBERS I

- 7 A physician with a wealth of experience and proven leadership in the pro-life
and pregnancy center movements, Dr. Sandy has already begun contributing
significantly to our mission. We look forward to her impactful leadership and
are honored by the association.

“I consider it a true privilege to serve God through pro-life ministry. |
am deeply grateful for the years | spent working for Care Net and am
excited now for the opportunity to serve NIFLA's affiliates. NIFLA

DR. SANDY is the standard-bearer for equipping centers to provide medical
CHRISTIANSEN services with excellence. | am thrilled to be part of this team!”
ASSOCIATE
MEDICAL An attorney, author, nationally recognized speaker, and human rights
DIRECTOR advocate with 15 years of executive-level non-profit leadership experience,
Jeanneane Maxon was diagnosed with Grade IV Glioblastoma, an aggressive
' form of brain cancer. In the midst of profound trial, Jeanneane’s life reflects
a radiant, Christ-centered strength that continues to bless and embolden
r-‘i.,.,,.gal all who know her. NIFLA is pleased to welcome her as a valued member
":;_-;- J of our team, joining us in the vital work of protecting pregnancy centers,
= strengthening their work, and equipping leaders nationwide.
1 Serving for 25 years as CEO of an award-winning California pregnancy center,
Angela Bennett now serves NIFLA as the Medical Clinic Consultant for The Life
- Choice Project (TLC), a program that provides centers with all the resources
JEANNEANE needed for the successful conversion from a resource center to a medical cen-
MAXUN, ESQ ter, able to provide ultrasound scanning services. Angela’s expertise and com-
ASSOCIATE mitment will directly support the mission of serving with excellence.
ATTORNEY

“| come to NIFLA with a heart to serve centers with encouragement,
tools, and guidance”

These individuals come on board as another departs. January 1 marked a bit-
tersweet transition as Anne O’Connor, longtime NIFLA Vice President of Legal
Affairs, entered retirement. For decades, Anne has been a steadfast defender
of pregnancy centers, a brilliant legal strategist, and a trusted voice in some
of the most consequential pro-life cases in the nation. Her legacy is woven
into every victory NIFLA has achieved, and her impact will continue to shape
our work for years to come.

BENNETT

THE We ask our supporters to pray that the grafting-in of these individuals and

| IFE CHOICE additional support staff will continue to be smooth. We ask for God’s blessing
PROJECT over these transitions and that His Spirit be within our communication and work.
CONSULTANT

G/U(aY EVERY WORD AND EVERY WORK REFLECT (CHRIST
IN WHOSE NAME WE SERVE




@RESIDENT'S Dear Friend and NIFLA Supporter,

JIGHLIGHT Several hundred pregnancy center leaders from across the nation attended
NIFLA’s annual Leadership Summit, including pregnancy center CEOs,
physicians, lawyers, medical health professionals, pregnancy center staff, and
board members. The fellowship, inspiration, and learning which took place
were invaluable to all who attended.

Thomas Glessner, Esa.
Founder and President

A new feature this year was a special day dedicated to ministers who support
the work of pregnancy centers. From this came the vision for building a
national network of pregnancy center chaplains in each community to
minister to the intense spiritual needs of pregnancy center staff, volunteers,
board members, and center clientele.

NIFLA is developing plans for this network, consisting of local ministers
who commit to provide spiritual guidance to those who labor at pregnancy
centers. Barbara King Mclaughlin, NIFLA’s National Chaplain, will be
overseeing the development of this vital program and, through the work of NIFLA’s National Pastoral
Advisory Council, will work to communicate to this network on how to serve the spiritual needs of
NIFLA’s 1,800-member pregnancy centers. Stay tuned for more detail.

We hope and pray that NIFLA’s resources will serve well those who answer the call to serve as a
pregnancy center chaplain.

Months ago, an exciting victory at the US Supreme Court came about because of our 2018 free-speech
victory protecting pregnancy centers. An overwhelming 8-1 decision in Chiles v. Salazar safeguarded the
free-speech rights of mental health professionals because it relied heavily on the precedent established
in NIFLA v. Becerra. This shows the far-reaching impact of our original Supreme Court victory. What
began as a defense of pregnancy centers in California has now expanded to protect the rights of
Christian mental health professionals across the country. We could not have achieved that landmark
free speech victory at the US Supreme Court in the 2018 NIFLA v. Becerra ruling without the support of
friends like you!

The Court’s reliance on NIFLA confirms that the First Amendment safeguards not just certain speakers—
but all speakers—from being forced to express messages that violate their deeply held beliefs. The
Chiles decision serves as a victory not only for NIFLA, but for anyone who values the freedom to speak
truth without government coercion. The ripple effect of that landmark case in 2018 continues to grow,
and the decision made only months ago makes it clear: free speech is still winning!

Under the Mercy,

Thomas Glessner, J.D.
President

NIFLA IS GROWING IN MANY WAYS AND YOUR SUPPORT PLAYS A VITAL ROLE.
Thank You for your giving and support as we continue to meet the needs of pregnancy centers nationwide.
A special thanks is due to the many organizations that sponsored the Leadership Summit. Thank you, each
one, for your contribution to the success of this event:

- Choose Life Marketing - SperaVita - iRapture - Profound Promises - WayCool Software - Infinite - The Justice Foundation - The Family Foundation
- Cornerstone Marketing Strategies - FundEasy - EKyros Worth - Life On Belay - Patriot Insurance Agency - Care - Faces of Choice - National Pro-Life Religious Council
- Thomas More Society - Sidewalk Advocates for Life Net - Upstage Events - Seven Weeks Coffee - ICU Mobile - Knights of Columbus - Alliance Defending Freedom
- Lifeline Children’s Services - Life Legal Defense Foundation - National Right to Life - 1687 Foundation - American - Eternal Perspective Ministries - New Revolution
- Learning is Created - Population Research Institute - Her Association of Pro-Life OBGYNs - Priests For Life - Liberty Counsel Action - Preferred Medical - Citizens
Plan - Charlotte Lozier Institute - Grove 9 - Diagnostic Health Group - Life International Defending Freedom - Education Resource Fund
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